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Deep in space, the U.S.S. Saladin and her crew continued their routine patrol of 
the Rigel sector. It had become business as usual for the new captain of the 
Saladin, Ray Martin. The ship had just been relaunched after an extensive refit 
and the redesign of her hangar deck, with the addition of fighter craft to her 
mini-fleet of shuttles. It was a welcome addition, as the old bays under the 
belly of the saucer just didn't have much in the way of space, limiting Saladin's 
original capacity to just two administrative shuttles. Now, small shuttle 
pods were in those bays, and the rear hangar held two of the new fighters as 
well as one of the older boxier shuttlecraft. The fighters were far more 
manueverable and tougher than the standard shuttlecraft, and the shuttlepods 
would be far handier for covert work in asteriod fields as well as for external 
repairs, which usually were necessary after a battle in this ship.

Martin had recently assumed command of the Saladin, but his years served on 
the ship as first the helmsman, then later, executive officer under Commander 
John Russell, had well prepared him for command. Russell had recently been 
promoted to full captain, and given the command of the U.S.S. Hood, where 
Martin had served as his temporary exec during the ill-fated testing of the 
Daystrom M-5 supercomputer. That disaster had almost left Martin ready to 
resign from the service. But Command had rewarded his ingenuity in the saving 
of 75 lives from the U.S.S. Excalibur with a promotion of his own, to command 
the Saladin, the ship he'd served on since he was a lieutenant. They needed an 
experienced officer, and they wanted him in the center seat because he had proven 
himself. They even sweetened the deal, making him a full captain himself.



It had been hard looking around the bridge OF THE 
sALADIN SINCE TAKING COMMAND... seeing the voids 
left behind by some of his friends who had died in 
the wargames -gone-wrong with Enterprise... 

...Still more odd to know that the ship was now his, not just as second-in-command, 
but as the captain. No longer would he be giving advice to his commander, but he'd be 
getting it from his fellow officers. And... some things had to change as well. He no 
longer had the luxury of a simple romantic relationship with the woman he loved, Diana 
Palmer. He had to put his ship first. What this would do to their long-term 
relationship, he could only speculate....

the navigator Lt. Ilia was new to the ship, 
joining the crew after Saladin's refit at Delta 
IV.  She was an excellent officer, but Ray keenly 
felt the void left by the death of his friend John 
Farrell just months earlier who used to fill 
that chair.... Asteroid 

field ahead, 
Captain,



 A

 A A A A A
 A A A

 A

A

A
AAA

AAAAA

Slow to impulse and 
keep our shields up 
to full strength. 

Yellow Alert,

Orion pirates have 
been using these 

asteroid fields for 
bases for some time.  
It's our job to find 

them... and flush them 
out of hiding....



mR. Xonac, what 
do sensors 
detect?

Maintain full 
scanning....  Let's put 
this monkey on our 

backs to the test. I don't 
want any Orions 

suddenly appearing and 
attacking us without 
SOME ADVANCE WARNING. Nickel-iron 

asteroids, and a 
considerable 
amount of dust, 

CAPTAIN,

Aye Sir.





Communications, boost 
your gain as well. 
Maybe we can catch 

some low-power chatter 
in there.

Let's get some probes 
in there... and the 

monitoring beacons. 
If they so much as 

start a coffee maker I 
want to know about it.

SWACS unit 
operating at full 
efficiency sir.  
Negative on 

Outlaw contacts 
so far.

Aye 
sirrrr...



the purr IN REPLY CAME FROM the caitian at the communications console.  She was 
new to the ship. A friend rAY mARTIN HAD made on the Hood, one of Lt. M'Ress' 
sisters, Ensign Sha'Ress. A capable junior officer on her way up the starfleet 
ladder. He hoped he could give her some experience that would season her 
quickly, without ending her career abruptly in the process....

lT. lISA rANDALL WAS JUST 
bEGINNING HER SHIFT AND THE NEW 
ASSISTANT COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER WAS FINISHING HERS....

Sirrr... I'm 
getting... a 
sssignal.



cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--cRACKLE--ZZZTT--

U.S.S. Tamerlan.... 
any ship.... a 

general... tress 
call.... Please 

respond!

mARTIN noted that while the bridge crew 
was obviously listening, their eyes did 
not leave their instruments, and it did 
him proud.

On 
audio, 
Ensign.



i DON'T LIKE THE 
SOUND OF THIS, 
SO CLOSE TO 

oRION SPACE....

Helm, get a fix 
on that signal! 

What's our 
distance?

tHAT'S ALL WE GET, 
cAPTAIN....  tHE 
SIGNAL IS VERY 

WEAK.

Tamerlane? 
That'S jULIE 
Cochrane's 

ship! 



dIANA pALMER'S REPLY FROM 
THE HELM STATION WAS QUICK 
AND ACCURATE....

Twelve hours 
distance... at 

Warp 6... cAPTAIN.



lIEUTENANT 
rANDALL, get me 
a reply channel!

aYE SIR, 
HAILING 
FREQUENCY 
OPEN.

This is the Saladin. We're on 
our way, Tamerlane. We are 

about twelve hours out. We have 
changed course and are 

increasing to warp six now....  
Saladin out.

Set course to intercept and 
STANDBY to ENGAGE warp 6. 

Continue to monitor for more 
information on this situation... 
but keep an eye on our backs. We 
might make a tempting target with 

our back to the asteroids. 



�����������	
����
�
�
����
	���
��

�������
����������
������
�����������
����
�������
����

���
��

����������������������
 �!"�����#$ ��������
%�&��"�'���($�%��
���%!%)��%���(%��(*�
 � ��+�����������%��!��
&� ���"(&��,�()�������
�����!�%-��*!.��!�������
&� ��� !)%���/(����
 '($�����%(����
�� ��(��������%������
"(&���'( ��&� �#$ ��
�((��!)��!/����������
�(�)(�!%�(�'(+0������

+��� �
������
.��1��������2	�
������1� !3����

�	��'�1���
4
���"���!5��! �

������(%��($��
+��.������-**�

�(*���()������
/(���($����

)$���%����!��


