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DEEP IN SPACE THE u.s S, 5ALADIN AND HER CREW CONTINUED THEIR ROUTINE PATROL OF
THE RIGEL SECTOR AD BECOME BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR THE NEW CAPT. OF THE
S MART IN THE SHIP HAD JUST BEEN RELALINCHED AFTER AN
OF HER HANG AR DECK, WITHTHE ADDITION OF FIGHTER
ITION, AS THE OLD BAYS LUNDER
WAY OF SPACE, LI, IN6 SALADIN'S
SMALL SHUTTLE
FTWO OF THE NEW AETGHT ERS AS

ORE
AND THE £ SHUTTLEPODS
As FOR EXTERNAL

MARTIN HAD RECENTLY ASSUMED COMMAND OF THE SALADIN, BUT HIS YEARS SERVI ON
THE SHIP AS FIRST THE HELMSMAN, THEN ER, EXECLIT1VI FICER LINDER C: MM
JOHN RUSS AD WE HIM 02 CO’T’TAN QJSS AD RECENTLY
PROMOTED EN THI D OF THE H$5 HOO WHERE
6 THE ILL-F ATED TESTING OF THE
ALMOST LEFT MARTIN RE

DAYSTROM M-5 SLIPERCOMPUT O ADY TO
RESIGN FROM THE SERVICE. BUT AND HAD REW HIS INGENUITY HE AVING
OF FROM THE U.S. S. EX R WITH OMOTION OF HIS OWN TO COMMAND

THE SALADIN, THE SHIP HE' ON INCE HE WAs A LIELITENANT. THEs}’ N AN
EXPERIENCE| OFFICER AND THEY WANTED HIM IN THE CENTER SEAT BECAUSE HE HAD PROVEN
HIMSELF. THEY EVEN SWEETENED THE DEAL, MAKING HIM A FULL CAPTAIN HIMSELF.




IT HAD BEEN HARD LOOKING AROLIND THE BRIDGE OF THE
SALADIN SINCE TAKING COMMAND... SEEING THE VOIDS
LEFT BEHIND BY SOME OF HIS FRIENDS WHO HAD DIED IN
THE WARGAMES -GONE-WRONG WITH ENTERPRISE...

LD HE BE GIVING ICE TO HIS COMMANDER, BUT HE'D BE
5 AND... SOME THINGS HAD TO CHANGE AS WELL., HE NO

...STILL MORE ODD TO KNOW THAT THE SHIP WAS NOW HIS, NOT JUST AS SECOND-IN-COMMAND,
BUT AS TH LONGER WOUI GIVING ADK

LUXURY OF A SIMPLE ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WOMAN HE LOVED, DIANA
PALMER. HE HAD TO PUT HIS SHIP FIR$T. WHAT THIS WOULD DO TO THEIR LONG-TERM
RELATIONSHIP, HE COLILD ONLY SPECULATE....

THE NAVIGATOR LT. ILIAWAS NEW TO THE SHIP,

JOINING THE CREW AFTER SALADIN’S REFIT AT DELTA

1v. SHE WAS EXCELLENT OFFI BUT RAY KEENLY

FELT THE VOID LEFT BY THE DEATH OF HIS FRIEND JOHN

FARRELL T MONTHS EARLIER WHO LISED TO FILL

THAT GHAIR.... ASTEROID
FIELD AHEAD,

CAPTAIN,




SLOW TO IMPULSE AND
KEEP OLIR SHIELDS UP
TO FULL STRENGTH.

YELLOW




MR, XONAC, WHAT
DO SENSORS
DETECT?

4,

THIS MONKEY ON OUR
BACKS TO THE TEST. I DON'T
WANT ANY ORIONS

NICKEL-IRON
ASTEROIDS, AND A
CONSIDERABLE
AMOLINT OF pUST,
CAPTAIN,







LET’S GET SOME PROBES
IN THERE... AND THE
MONITORING BEACONS.
IF THEY SO MUCH AS
START A COFFEE MAKER I
WANT TO KNOW ABOUT IT.

SWACS LINIT
OPERATING AT FULL
EFFICIENCY SIR.
NEGATIVE ON
OUTLAW CONTACTS
SO FAR,

COMgUNICATIONS, BOOST

YOLIR GAIN AS WELL.
MAYBE WE CAN CATCH
ME LOW-POWER CHATTER




PLIRR IN REPLY CAME FROM THE CAITIAN AT THE COMMUNICATIONS CONSOLE. SHE WAS
NEW TO THE SHIP A FRIEND RAY MARTIN HAD MADE ON THE HOOD, ONE OF LT. M'RESS’

SISTERS, ENSI SHA’REss. A CAPABLE JUNIOR OFFICER ON HER WAY [P THE ST ARFLEET
léﬁ?gKEEy HWITH GIVE HER SOME EXPERIENCE THAT WOULD SEASON HER

E COLILD
ENDING HER CAREER ABRUIPTLY IN THE PROCESS...

LT LISA RANDALL WAS JUST
OFFICER WAS FINISHING HERS....

SIRRR... I'M
GETT ING,., A
SSSIGNAL.




MAET IN NOTED THAT WHILE THE BRIDGE CREW
S OBVIOUSLY LISTENING, THEIR EYES DIpD
NO,"I{ LEé!ﬁ THEIQ INSTRUMENTS, AND IT DID

U.s.S, TAMERLAN....
ANY SHIP....

GEQ\IERAL. .. TRESS




TAMERLANE?
THAT'S JULIE
COCHRANE’S

THAT’S ALL WE GET,
M "l' E

AIN TH
SIGNAL IS VERY
WEAK

I DON'T LIKE THE

SOLIND OF THIS,
S0 CLOSE TO

ORION SP.

HELM, GET A F
ON THAT SIGNAL-/
WHAT’S OUR
DISTANCE?




DIANA PALMER'S REPLY FROM
E‘\IE HELM STATION WAS QUICK

ATEI"'

TWELVE HOLIRS
DISTANCE... AT
WARP

0o .




AYE SIR
HAILING
FREQUENCY
OPEN.

THIS rs THE SALADIN. WE'RE ON
ou MERLANE WE ARE
ABOUT Ed/E LIRS OLIT, WE HAVE

CHANGE couras AND ARE
INA51‘N6 TO Wo uTsrx NOW....

TEMPT. ET WITH
BACK TO THE ASTEROIDS.
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